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10.—Order of Birth of Live-Born Children, by Age of Mother, 1962
(Exclusive of Newfoundland)
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Table 11 summarizes the pattern of family formation since 1951.

11.—Percentage Distribution of Legitimate Live Births, by Order of Birth, 1951-62
(Exclusive of Newfoundland)

4th and
Year 1st Child | 2nd Child | 3rd Child Later Total

Children
26.7 25.8 17.6 29.9 100.0
26.9 24.8 17.9 30.3 100.0
26.5 25.0 18.0 30.6 100.0
26.1 24.8 18.0 31.2 100.0
25.5 24.4 18.2 31.9 100.0
25.2 24.3 18.3 32.2 100.0
25.6 23.9 18.3 32.2 100.0
25.4 23.8 18.2 32.6 100.0
24.8 24.0 18.2 32.9 100.0
24.5 23.8 18.5 33.1 100.0
24.1 23.6 18.5 33.8 100.0
24.0 23.7 18.4 33.9 100.0

Birthweight.—In recent years information on birthweight of newborn infants has
become available from provincial (except Newfoundland) records of birth. These data, in
addition to their usefulness in calculating the average weights of newborn infants, are of
importance from the public health and medical points of view in throwing light on the
number of immaturely developed foetuses that are delivered alive. According to criteria
recommended by the World Health Organization, infants of 5 Ib. or less at birth are
considered ‘immature’ and hence exposed to a much greater risk of dying than those over
this weight. Weight at birth depends on a host of maternal factors, most of which are not
included in the birth records, but some information is available on the age of the mother



